
 

 

DATE: 23/09/2013 

 

SAFETY ALERT! 
Date: 06/12/2016 Civic Ltd 

Recent Schwarze Road Sweeper Truck Fire at Transfer 
Station 

The recent incident below highlights the importance of knowing how your specific vehicle operates, 
especially if it is not your normal vehicle. It is also an example of a hazard that although foreseeable 
is not immediately obvious. 
 
What happened? 
 
A Schwarze Road Sweeper whilst tipping at a transfer station; refuse contacted the hot exhaust and 
caught fire. It was extinguished using a fire hose. 

Why did it happen? 
 
This vehicle is fitted with an automatic Diesel Particulate Defuser (DPD).  The DPD, muffler and 
exhaust pipe are extremely hot while the engine is running during DPD filter 
regeneration.  The exhaust tailpipe is located at the right rear of the vehicle, below the hopper 
door.  Any dry grass, paper waste or other flammable material near the vehicle could catch 
fire.   When emptying the hopper its contents pile up immediately behind the vehicle and may, at 
times, touch against or be close to the exhaust outlet.  In this instance the sweeper was loaded with 
dry leaf matter.  
 
The DPD had started it cleaning cycle while emptying the hopper, the pile of dry leaf started to 
smoulder and then caught fire from the hot exhaust.  Fire was extinguished with a nearby fire hose. 
 
The driver doesn't normally operate this sweeper; his usual truck exhaust goes up through the 
hopper body away from any source of flammable material. 
 

Actions required 
 
• All operators of this vehicle should be made aware of the potential fire danger.   

• The hopper must not be emptied when the DPD system is operating. 

For further information contact Murray Grant, Compliance Manager Phone 021 277 1385 

Authorised by John Carroll, General Manager Phone 027 235 7635 

Discuss at next available team meeting / post on notice boards (valid for 3 months) 


